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death in my immediate family that required me
to remain in South Carolina.

Regarding the votes that | missed please
see below for the way that | would have voted
had | been present: rolicall vote No. 3—On
Ordering the Previous Question—"nay”; roll-
call vote No. 4—On Motion to Commit with In-
structions—"yea”; rollcall vote No. 5—On
Agreeing to the Resolution—"“nay”; rollcall
vote No. 6—On adoption of Title | of the Res-
olution—"yea”; rollcall vote No. 7—On adop-
tion of Title 2 of the Resolution—"yea”; rollcall
vote No. 8—On adoption of Title 3 of the Res-
olution—"yea”; rollcall vote No. 9—On adop-
tion of Title 4 of the Resolution—"nay”; rollcall
vote No. 10—On Motion to Commit with In-
structions—“yea”; rollcall vote No. 11—On
adoption of Title 4 of the Resolution—"nay.”

TRIBUTE TO PAULA STONITSCH
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 10, 2007

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor beloved teacher Paula
Stonitsch of Petaluma, California, who passed
away December 13 at the age of 90. Mrs.
Stonitsch was that special kind of teacher
who, like many wonderful educators across
the country, is remembered for a lifetime by
the children she inspired.

For over 40 years, Paula taught at Petaluma
High School where my four children—and
many others—learned to care about their gov-
ernment and to understand how it works. Her
own children were also in her classes, where
she reminded them that they must earn their
grades like everyone else. She also taught
night classes at Santa Rosa Junior College,
SRJC.

Born in San Francisco in 1916 to German-
speaking immigrants who had high ambitions
for their children, Paula Girbony went on to at-
tend UC Berkeley, majoring in German and
history, graduated from Valparaiso University
in Indiana, and earned a teaching credential at
UC Berkeley.

In 1941 she married Gottfried Stonitsch of
Petaluma, whom she had met through friends
of relatives there. She moved to Petaluma to
join him and began teaching German and
American history at the high school in 1951
and German classes at SRJC in the 1960s. In
1962, Paula Stonitsch won a Fulbright Ex-
change Teaching Scholarship which enabled
her to teach for a year in Germany where she
conducted her classes in German. She retired
from Petaluma High School in 1990 but con-
tinued teaching at the JC until shortly before
her death.

As the founder of a group called the Nut La-
dies at St. John Lutheran Church in Petaluma,
Paula was also known for her energies in sup-
porting the church. Her group picked and sold
walnuts, with the proceeds benefiting St. John.

Paula is survived by daughters Elizabeth
Ravenscroft, Adrienna Rodgers, and Erika
Stonitsch and sister Gisela Krueger.

Madam Speaker, teachers like Paula
Stonitsch offer a rare gift to our young people,
a gift that truly gives back to our country as
these students grow up to become our citizens
and our leaders. The generations of Petaluma
children who were fortunate enough to study
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with her will never forget the lessons she
taught and the pride they learned.

RULES OF THE HOUSE

SPEECH OF

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 5, 2007

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today in reluctant opposition to
Title IV of H. Res. 6, adopting the rules of the
110th Congress. This title purports to uphold a
commitment to fiscal responsibility, but in actu-
ality it includes a mechanism by which the
new majority may increase taxes for hard-
working Americans. Ultimately, this title could
facilitate tax increases while preventing tax re-
lief measures for millions of Americans. In-
stead, the House should reaffirm our commit-
ment to fiscal responsibility by passing a bal-
anced budget amendment to the Constitution
so that Congress does not spend more than it
takes in.

To be clear, | do support an important provi-
sion contained in Title IV—namely, the provi-
sion concerning the long-overdue reform for
congressional earmarks. | have long sup-
ported measures to bring transparency and
accountability to the earmarking process to
ensure that the American people know their
money is not being squandered. In fact, |
proudly supported H.R. 4975, the Lobbying
Accountability and Transparency Act, as well
as H. Res. 1000, both of which passed last
year to amend the rules of the House to ad-
dress earmark reform. These two measures
were the first steps in ending the abuse of
earmarks by a few members and increasing
fiscal trust in Congress. | fully support the con-
tinuation of these efforts to crack down on ear-
mark misuse and improve the financial trans-
parency of our budget.

Regrettably, the important earmark reform
provision of this title was coupled with a meas-
ure that could potentially increase taxes for all
Americans. This provision, known as pay-as-
you-go, or PAYGO, seems like a beneficial
tool to fiscal responsibility on its face. PAYGO
budgetary rules require new mandatory spend-
ing be offset by either other equal reductions
in mandatory spending or by revenue in-
creases. However, with plans for new direct
spending programs and budgetary rules that
do not accurately score the effect of tax reduc-
tions on future economic growth, PAYGO is
really a policy of “tax and spend as you go.”

For this reason, | must reluctantly oppose
this title. Instead, | will support the motion to
commit, which will ensure Americans are not
squeezed in their pocketbooks by requiring a
three-fifths vote to pass any congressional tax
hike. The three-fifths requirement was an im-
portant reform of the Contract with America,
instituted in 1995 to protect Americans from
unfair tax increases. By failing to guarantee
this requirement, millions of American families
and small businesses could be threatened by
money grabs from greedy tax writers. This is
not right. Over the past several years, our
economy has seen levels of unprecedented
growth as a result of the 2003 tax cuts. Today,
with over seven million payroll jobs created
and the Dow Jones Industrial Average at
record highs, it would be irresponsible to jeop-
ardize the economic progress we have made.
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In addition, | call for the House of Rep-
resentatives to consider H.J. Res. 1, which
proposes a balanced budget amendment to
the Constitution of the United States. | have
joined over 100 of my fiscally responsible and
forward-thinking colleagues in cosponsoring
this bill, which is a real solution to deficit
spending. For the first time ever, this amend-
ment would put it in our Constitution—in the
very fabric of our democracy—that taxpayers’
money belongs to them and that Congress
has the obligation of spending it carefully and
responsibly. | wholeheartedly support this vital
amendment and | sincerely hope this House
will uphold our commitment to our constituents
by considering and passing H.J. Res. 1.

Again, | cannot support Title IV of H. Res.
6 because it allows for a needless increase of
the financial burden on all American families.
Instead, | support the motion to commit and
the Balanced Budget Amendment as real
steps forward in reducing the tax burden on
American families and committing ourselves to

true fiscal responsibility. Our obligation to

hardworking taxpayers deserve no less.
————

MOURNING THE PASSING OF

PRESIDENT GERALD RUDOLPH
FORD

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID L. HOBSON

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 9, 2007

Mr. HOBSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to join my colleagues in honoring the legacy of
former President Gerald R. Ford.

Although | never served with President Ford
personally, | admire him for his record as a
leader in the House of Representatives, and
later for accepting one of the greatest chal-
lenges an individual can assume—the Presi-
dency of the United States of America.

In the past couple of weeks, we have heard
many historians talk about President Ford’s
legacy of healing our nation in the aftermath of
the Watergate scandal. At the time, he was
sharply criticized for his decision to pardon
President Richard Nixon, but now he has been
lauded for moving this country forward. | think
they are right. | admire him for the courage he
had in making what was arguably one of the
most difficult decisions a sitting president has
ever made.

As a Midwesterner myself, | would like to
think that it was some of the values and expe-
riences that President Ford had while growing
up in Michigan that helped shape him into the
courageous and good-natured leader that he
later became.

While President Ford played football for
what we Ohio State University fans refer to as
“the team up north,” he demonstrated his
good-natured personality the day that he gave
the university’s 1974-commencement address.
It was just a few weeks after he became presi-
dent and legendary football coach Woody
Hayes was still at OSU. According to a recent
story in The Columbus Dispatch, he said: “We
just had our picture taken together and when
that picture appears in today’s Dispatch, I'm
pretty sure what the caption will say,” Ford
said. “Woody Hayes and friend.”

President Ford loved our country, and he
served it with integrity, which helped restore
the public’s confidence in the presidency.
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